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or Nathan and Grace Staal,
owners of Green Earth Homes,
being green and sustainable isn’t
a fashion, fad or design style. 

It’s how they live, it’s how they run their
business, and it’s how they build houses. 
We’re not talking mud-bricks and hay

bales: Green Earth Homes specialises in
building cool, contemporary dream
homes around Queensland’s beautiful
Sunshine Coast. ‘We don’t say we’re
green designers as such, it’s just a
natural process for us,’ Nathan says.
‘Every job we do, we look at
orientation, shading, and air flow to
ensure the house will suit that block and
that particular environment. We don’t
just provide a standard plan and build
the house; everything is custom designed
to suit the land as much as possible.’
Buderim natives, Nathan and Grace

started Green Earth Homes while living
in Melbourne in 2006. For Nathan, it

Development is unavoidable,

but we can ensure that it

happens sustainably. Gabrielle

Chariton finds out more. 

(green) change
affecting

was the realisation of his childhood dream:
‘I really wanted to make a difference in my
life and also other people’s lives through
my work,’ he says. ‘I’ve always been
interested in being sustainable and 
I wanted to bring that into the business.’
In Melbourne, the operations focused

on Nathan’s first love – renovating old,
sometimes derelict, properties. ‘That’s
where my passion began, with renovating
homes. I’ve done lots of them and people
would come through and say, “Oh are you
going to knock it down?” I’d say, “No,
we’ll be able to renovate it and make it
beautiful.” And people are just amazed at
what you can do.’

In 2010 the business relocated to
Buderim. In some ways Nathan’s timing
was appalling, with the Sunshine Coast in
the grip of a massive industry downturn.
‘It was the worst time in building on the
Sunshine Coast in more than 20 years and
a lot of companies shut down in that
period,’ Nathan explains. ‘But I thought, if
I can start up a business in the bad times,
then I’ll make it very successful in the
good times.’
Nathan was good for his word: in 2010

he was on the tools by himself, but just five
years on there are now ‘six guys on the
tools and four of us in the office’, he says.
Last year Green Earth Homes completed
14 projects, this year they’re aiming to
complete 20. ‘So we’ve grown the business
over the worst time on the coast.’
Interestingly, Grace says it’s not their

green credentials per se that have seen the
business survive and thrive. ‘I think we
have established a really good reputation as
a quality builder in a good area, and that
has held us in good stead.’ She adds that
one of the company’s biggest strengths is its

‘Everything is custom designed to

suit the land as much as possible’

Below: Nathan and Grace Staal,
owners of Green Earth Homes.
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the answer, which is quite rare, he will
find somebody who can give us an
answer or point us in the right direction.
We go to Stuart about everything from 
a legal point of view, to trying to 
find a carpenter, to business matters.’ 
A quick chat with Stuart reveals that

the respect is mutual: ‘Green Earth
Homes is a young building company that
is committed to sustainable building
practices and building innovation. They
look to have a big future ahead of them,’
he says. 
At Stuart’s suggestion, Grace recently

joined the HIA Sunshine Coast Branch
Committee, and she’s thrilled to have the
opportunity to help affect change and
address the issues facing the region’s
building community. 
All things considered, the future is

indeed looking bright (green) for these
Buderim builders. Green Earth Homes 
is currently restoring a grand old
Queenslander to its former glory,
battling the authorities to preserve as
many original components as possible.
They are also designing a new display
home to ‘showcase how a modern
sustainable house can be built on a
standard block, using basic ideas such as
orientation and airflow, the sun, shadow
over the house, eaves, etc.,’ Grace says. 

absolute client-centric approach. ‘Nathan
is really easy to get along with and will
endeavour to change something at the last
minute, whereas a lot of builders will not
do that,’ she says. ‘It’s all about being
flexible and offering the client what they
really do want, and accommodating
changes along the way. It’s about making
the clients happy, because at the end of the
day, the next client comes along through
referral or word of mouth.’ 
The couple are active HIA members,

which they also believe has contributed
to the success of Green Earth Homes.
‘HIA has played a big role in our
success,’ Nathan says. ‘Stuart Collins
[HIA Sunshine Coast branch manager]
is always there when you need a
question answered. If he doesn’t know

Green homes don’t 
cost the earth

From renovating century old houses
to building contemporary dream
homes, every project Green Earth
Homes works on is carried out
within the company’s overarching
commitment to sustainability.
Owners Nathan and Grace Staal
explain that building this way
doesn’t necessarily cost any more –
it’s simply a matter of taking care
with design, materials handling and
the selection of finishes. 
Some of the ways Green Earth

Homes minimises the environmental
impact of the building process, while
maximising the long-term liveability
and energy efficiency of the finished
home are: 
• building materials sourced 
locally on the Sunshine Coast
where practical

• timber sourced from sustainable
local farms 

• 80 per cent of waste material on
site is recycled rather than going
to landfill

• exclusive use of VOC-free paints
inside and outside

• careful ordering of materials to
minimise wastage

• consideration given to orientation,
insulation, shading and passive
ventilation.

‘Our display home is designed to
encapsulate the Sunshine Coast lifestyle in
a sustainable way. We want to demonstrate
that anyone can build a sustainable house.
It doesn’t cost more money, it’s just a
more thoughtful approach that has huge
impacts over the long-term.’ 
The couple is committed to helping to

ensure that future development on the
Sunshine Coast respects the beauty and
fragile ecology of the area. ‘Development
is necessary for the future – for the future
of our children,’ Nathan says. ‘So it’s all
about making sure that development
happens in a sustainable way.’
Grace adds: ‘It’s about education.

We’re trying to make a change and really
show people that living in a green home
isn’t going to cost you any more. We
want to show people how easy it is to
actually put sustainability into action.’ H


