showpiece
& workhorse
This winning kitchen finds perfect
balance between form and function,
writes Gabrielle Chariton.
display home is designed to
inspire and tempt potential
customers, and as such every
element needs to offer
maximum appeal. Kitchens – and to a
lesser degree bathrooms – tend to be the
rooms that really sell the dream. And
there’s nothing like a wide expanse of
engineered stone and the gleam of
stainless steel appliances to set the
home-buying public’s hearts a-flutter.
When putting together their latest
display home, One27 Grovedale, multiaward winning Perth building company
Craig Sheiles Homes invested heavily in
the kitchen, creating a covetable design
that both integrated with and enhanced the
home as a whole. ‘I knew early on in the
design process that this kitchen was going
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to be very important within the context of
the home and it had to be both functional
and form driven,’ says Mick Rule,
designer with Craig Sheiles Homes.
International Cabinets, a West
Australian company that specialises in
the design, construction and installation
of mid to high-end kitchens, was
contracted to contribute its expertise to
the project. ‘They were given the
overall layout and theme of the kitchen
and we discussed material selections
and layout ideas,’ Mick says, who
collaborated with designer Samantha
Simpson. International Cabinets
designer Alicia Dickinson says that
Samantha’s brief, specifically, was to
‘create something unique from other
display homes which would set Craig
Sheiles apart from other builders’.
One27 Grovedale is a striking,
modernist, light-filled residence, with
open-plan living areas that interact
seamlessly with the outdoors. The
challenge, Mick says, was to design a

kitchen that ‘integrated into the interior
design of the house without being a
“hero” statement, but was also functional
and aesthetic’.
It was to be open-plan and accessible
directly to the dining area, while
incorporating a private work space where
the cook could ‘make a mess’, Mick
explains, whose design philosophy stems
from the idea that kitchens are about
more than just cooking: ‘Kitchens should
be flexible enough to cater for the
preparation of food, the gathering of
friends, and accommodate areas for
homework and technology.’

The creation of these distinct zones
means that the kitchen can
accommodate several cooks at once
Mick and Samantha responded by
creating a room that, on first glance,
resembles bespoke furniture, while
simultaneously incorporating highly
functional but less visible work areas.
Occupying one wall of the home’s vast
informal living areas, the innovative
layout transitions from what Mick calls a
‘typical casual island bench hangout
area’ through to designated cooking and
storage areas. An adjoining scullery is
partly concealed from the living room by
a wall of cabinetry, which houses the
integrated refrigerator and freezer, coffee
machine, microwave and food storage
areas. ‘The scullery area allows for food
prep and clean-up out of view from the
open-plan living spaces,’ Mick says.
The creation of these distinct zones
means that the kitchen can accommodate
several cooks at once, with space for
guests to congregate or for the children
to do their homework. It is, essentially,
both showpiece and workhorse.
The selection of finishes – crisp white
Essastone benchtops, an avocadoHOUSING SEPTEMBER 2014

coloured glass splashback, and glossy
white two-pack cabinetry with timber
veneer accents – were inspired by the
home’s overall design aesthetic. The
contrasting colours and textures create a
bold, almost Mondrian-inspired
geometry. ‘The home explores a midcentury modern style, and the kitchen
was treated as an extension of this
theme,’ Mick says. The different sections
of the kitchen are visually delineated
through the use of materials: for
example, the engineered stone benchtops
give way to more utilitarian stainless
steel in the scullery. ‘Although the
kitchen and scullery are open without
any doorway between, this provides a
visual break between the two areas,’
Alicia explains.
A timber bulkhead and matching
vertical panel frame the main part of the
kitchen which opens onto the living
room. A row of timber veneer drawers
reinforce the ‘furniture-like’ appeal.
Alicia says the bulkhead proved the most
challenging aspect of the build: ‘Its
sheer weight and length meant that the
support had to be reinforced. One of the
installers had to remove the roof
sheeting to get access to the ceiling and
bolt it to the timber joists.’
Great storage is at the core of this
streamlined kitchen: ‘In order for the
minimalist modern design aesthetic to
remain functional it was necessary to
have an abundance of storage options in
practical locations,’ Mick says, adding
that using drawers can ‘almost double’
the available storage space, and these
form the bulk of under-bench storage.
Behind the Cubist-inspired simplicity
is an incredible amount of design detail –
a key aspect of the kitchen’s overall
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visual appeal: ‘Samantha came up with
the idea for the band of timber drawers
which visually connect the spaces and
extend into the scullery, as well as the Lshaped stainless steel shelf in the scullery
and the gently rounded stainless steel
edge of the bench top,’ Mick says. ‘To
me these small design gestures are the
reason why this kitchen is so applauded.’
The juxtaposition of smooth surfaces
with the textured timber veneer, as well
as the interplay between matte and
glossy surfaces, add visual intrigue and
personality. ‘These selections allow
each material to individually add depth
and interest.’
Ultimately, the kitchen captures both
the best of design and the best of
practicality – and therein lies its almost
universal appeal. It’s beautiful but
accessible, innovative without being
intimidating. ‘We received some really
great comments at the display opening
night,’ Alicia says.
‘Since this house has been open we’ve
had lots of clients come through saying
they want the Grovedale kitchen. There
is something in this kitchen that appeals
to everyone.’ H
Left: Laminex Australia’s Fran
Hayden (L) presents the kitchen
design award to Samantha Simpson.
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The kitchen at One27 Grovedale,
which won the 2014 HIA Australian
Kitchen Design of the Year, is as
much about lifestyle as it is about
cooking. Mick Rule, designer at
Craig Sheiles Homes, gives some
tips on how to design kitchens that
suit 21st-century living.
• Given that all kitchens in modern
houses are incorporated into the
main living areas it is important to
design the kitchen as a fully
integrated piece of furniture.
• Provide areas in the kitchen to
allow for food preparation away
from view.
• Hide appliances and fridges from
view so that when the kitchen is
not in use it very simply becomes
an extension of the interior design.
• Kitchens are becoming thoroughly
thought-out spaces nowadays
which are flexible enough to cater
for the preparation of food, the
gathering of friends, bench space
for homework, reading the
newspaper, or working on the
computer.
• Incorporate the typical needs of
modern life by having ‘e-nook’
areas, for example allow for
internet access and the recharging
of phones and iPads, etc.
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