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2015 Home of the Year

HIA’s 2015 Home of the Year

balances bespoke luxury with a

sense of order and tranquillity.

Gabrielle Chariton reports.

of its own

G
ransden Construction, a high-
end building firm specialising
in architect-designed projects in
and around Perth, has built a

reputation for producing consistently
extraordinary homes. But one of its
recent projects, which garnered three
prestigious awards at the 2015 HIA
Australian Housing Awards, belongs in
a league all of its own. 
Built from the very rock it sits upon,

and honed to perfection by master
craftsmen, the Bedfordale home was
definitely the star of the awards.
Director of Gransden Construction,
George Allingham, who supervised the
33-month-long build, says that from the
beginning, every member of his team
knew that the home was going to be
‘something special’. 
‘We build a lot of really nice houses,

but we rarely get to use the materials that
we did here. There’s nothing in this house
that’s off-the-shelf or conventional, so
just about everything in terms of
construction was tricky. But then at the
same time, that’s what we do. It’s a
bespoke home in every possible detail.’

The clients, a couple nearing
retirement, were seeking a place to call
home for now and into the future:
accessible and easy to live in, energy
efficient, spacious, tranquil and – of
course – beautiful. The couple had
reclaimed 50 acres of poorly managed
hobby farms on the outskirts of Perth
and transformed the land into a lush
paradise, rehabilitating the natural dams
and waterways and replanting native
vegetation. Their dream home was to 
be an extension of the natural beauty 
of this land.
All this was achieved and more: the

finished home is a study in timeless
beauty and considered design. Sitting
unobtrusively atop a slight hill, the
home is set out in a series of pavilions,
interconnected by ponds, timber
decking and a 120 metre-long, curved
dry-stack stone wall. ‘Suzanne [the
architect, Suzanne Hunt] describes the
house very well when she says it
touches the earth lightly,’ George says.
‘Although it is a very large house, it’s
embedded into the ground.’ 
The initial stages of construction were

the most challenging, he says, as major
excavation was required. The home,
quite literally, grew out of its site:
George’s team unearthed several massive
laterite boulders – ‘about the size of a
small car’ – which were crushed on site
and used in various ways throughout the

a league

construction of the home. ‘We used the
fines, which is like pea gravel, to make
the rammed earth walls in the house. 
We used large rocks for the curved stone
pitched wall at the rear of the house, 
and used smaller rocks throughout the
property in the landscaping.’
Enormous slabs of basalt were hand-

picked by the stonemason from a quarry
about 2.5 hours south of Perth and cut
on site. ‘The stonemasons were building
a bit of a masterpiece in their own right,’
George says. ‘The basalt was used in the

Above: George Allingham, director of
Gransden Construction.



and Australian Home of the Year. 
‘We were quite blown away,’ George
says of the home’s triple success. ‘It was
wonderful that so many people got
behind us and voted.’ 
Gransden Construction has been a

member of HIA since it began trading in
1996, and is a great supporter of its
training, education and advice, and
industry advocacy. And the company is
no stranger to the awards, having picked
up ‘too many to count’ over the past 
10 years, in a variety of categories. 
‘It’s an acknowledgement from your

peers which is incredibly valuable, and
also good recognition for the trades. And
it’s important for clients and architects to
understand what we’re capable of and that
we’re consistent. So if you’re a consistent
award winner that shows through.’ 

Public accolades aside, the
Bedfordale home represents a pinnacle
in George’s career. ‘I believe the best
jobs are when the architect, the owner
and the builder work together as a team
to get the result. And we certainly did
that on this job,’ he says. ‘Everybody
involved in this project lifted, because
they knew they were working on
something out of the ordinary.’ 
The greatest satisfaction, he adds,

comes from knowing he’s created the
perfect home for his clients. ‘They say
their favourite part of the house is
wherever they happen to be at the time.
And I think that is probably the best
compliment we could ever get.’ 
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specifically for this home. ‘The floor
tiles are laid in different format sizes.
The architect put together a detailed
tiling layout for the floors, and incredibly,
it worked within two millimetres.’
Timber is everywhere: on the bespoke

cabinetry, panelling and hand-cut
Japanese screens which define and
delineate spaces within the home. An
incredible 15 kilometres of NSW spotted
gum was used to line the ceilings and the
eaves – finely sanded and stained for the
interiors, and skip-dressed under the
eaves. The detailing in the ceilings,
which feature changing patterns and
angles, demanded absolute precision
from the carpenters. ‘Every aspect, every
component did take a lot of thought.’ 
The window and door frames were

manufactured on site, using sustainably
grown teak, which was delivered in log
form and sawn up by Gransden’s joinery
manufacturer. Again, a demanding task
for the carpentry team: ‘You have to be
very careful how to treat rainforest teak,
you’ve got to give it a lot of love,’
George says.
The sleek line of the roof belies its

very technical construction. Clad in
Canadian slate with a close-mitred hip,
every tile was precision-cut and laid
with extreme care. But what really made
the roof special was the inclusion of
20kva solar panels, inlaid flush with the
tiles. ‘The effect is very neat, and the
panels, which are about 900 x 450mm
in size, can also be replaced individually
as the need arises.’ 
This home is so much more than the

sum of its parts – a fact acknowledged
by the HIA award judges and the
general public: it won the inaugural
People’s Choice Home of the Year, as
well as Custom Built Home of the Year H

High-tech tranquillity

The beauty of the HIA Australian
Home of the Year is far from skin
deep, with technology applied in
myriad creative ways to provide
comfort, accessibility, and energy
efficiency. Builder George Allingham
lists a few of the key features:
• high-level windows throughout
the house feature remote-
controlled, automatic opening 

• all windows and doors are fitted
with automatic blockout and shade
blinds, which are concealed within
a specially constructed pelmet
when not in use 

• doors and windows have recessed
concealed flyscreens that are
retractable from either side 

• airconditioning is ducted from an
‘engine room’ located under the
house, enabling more efficient
heating and higher ceiling lines 

• all lighting, including the 3500
fibre-optic ‘stars’ above the pool,
is controlled by a Dynalite
automation system

• a drop-down television
disappears into the cabinetry 

• sills for all the joinery are recessed
into the stone floor for a seamless
flow between indoors and out

• 20kva solar panels incorporated
into the roof tiling 

• 220,000-litre water tank and
greywater recycling for full water
self-sufficiency. 

‘I believe the best jobs are
when the architect, the owner
and the builder work together’

2015 Home of the Year

landscaping, around the ponds, and
internally as feature walls.’ 
The interiors resonate with the inherent

beauty of nature and every element, from
the stonework to the meticulously crafted
joinery, is millimetre-perfect. The rough-
hewn warmth of rammed earth, and the
dry-stack basalt feature walls contrast
with the gleaming tiled floors, made
from polished Italian stone quarried


