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When Spadaccini Homes was 
asked to build an award-
winning home for one of its 
clients, they took the brief 

seriously. The resulting home – a 
contemporary masterpiece perched at the 
edge of the Indian Ocean – has collected 
no less than seven industry awards. In 
May this year it won the ultimate 
accolade when it was named the HIA–
CSR Australian Home of the Year at the 
2017 Australian Housing Awards. 

For Rob Spadaccini, who established 
Spadaccini Homes in Perth 20 years 
ago, the win cements his company’s 

The 2017 Home of the Year is a 

stunning showcase of the skill,  

vision and craftsmanship of everyone 

involved in its construction.

technology &

position within the upper echelon of the 
national housing market. ‘I started out 
doing renovations, additions and smaller 
new homes. Now in the Spadaccini 
Group I’ve got about 25 employees, and 
we build between eight and ten homes a 
year in the top end of the market.’ 

The immaculate presentation of the 
Australian Home of the Year perfectly 
illustrates the skill, vision and 
craftsmanship that characterises 
Spadaccini-built homes. It’s also an 
inspiring showcase of Rob’s ongoing 
passion for his chosen profession: ‘I just 
love putting [luxury homes] together. To 
me when I walk into a home it’s about 
the quality. The homes that we build are 
all so different, but I love them all 
because the quality is there.’ 

The clients, who approached 
Spadaccini Homes on recommendation, 
were seeking ‘a home that had the wow 
effect’. ‘They wanted something modern, 
seamless and innovative,’ Rob says. 

Apart from specifying the number of 
bedrooms required (five), they gave the 

tradition
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height curved glass window as it winds 
up to the second level. 

‘Everywhere you look something’s 
going on, but it’s not too busy, because 
of the sheer size.’ 

The interiors – awash with marble, 
detailed glass mosaics, refined 
timberwork and luxurious upholstery – 
are undeniably glamorous. But there’s 
also an inherent warmth and cosiness – 
natural light spills into the living spaces, 
while tactile finishes and a sensitively 
conceived floorplan all work together to 
create a welcoming ambience. 

Its size and opulence translate into a 
generosity of spirit; this is a home 
designed for comfort and for living. 
There’s a games room with bar, a gym, 
steam room, nooks for quiet reading and 
several large-scale entertaining spaces. 
On the second level, a semi-enclosed 
alfresco area, complete with commercial 
barbeque, leads out to a 12-person 
suspended spa, which waterfalls down 
into the pond below and offers 
uninterrupted views out over the ocean.

Luxury is often about the things you 
don’t see, and in this case, state-of-the-
art intelligent wiring takes the home’s 
liveability to the next level. A custom-
designed automation system centralises 
control over everything – from lighting 
to window coverings, security, air 
conditioning, music – even the water 
feature. ‘The whole house can be 
controlled by an iPad or iPhone, it’s 
extremely cutting edge,’ Rob says. 

The home sprawls across two 
oceanfront blocks in the Perth suburb of 
Sorrento, and its proximity to the coast 
meant that a fairly extensive program of 
chemical injection was required to retain 
the site boundaries prior to excavation. 
The basement area of the home features 
storage areas, a cellar, a lift foyer, a ten-
car showroom garage (fitted with a 
revolving turntable) and an everyday 
two-car garage. The remainder of the 
home rises two storeys above that. 

In terms of street appeal, this is one 
high-impact house. The ultra-
contemporary architecture features razor-
sharp asymmetry with a minimalistic 
edge. The roof is clad in Colorbond 
Kliplok Ultra – chosen to enhance the 
pared-back aesthetic and to withstand the 
rigours of the home’s coastal location. 
Massive copper-clad cantilevered eaves 
soar out from the roofline, their visual 
weight contrasting with the crisp white 
walls and extensive glazing. 

Rob describes the home as ‘palatial’. 
And that’s evident the moment the 
specially engineered, marble clad  
1.8-metre wide front door electronically 
pivots open. ‘The entry has got a 
massive “wow”. You walk in, you’ve 
got a bridge that extends from one end 
of the home to the other, then you’ve 
got a massive void looking from the 
ground floor to the second storey.’ A 
freestanding staircase, featuring solid 
marble treads, hidden sensor lighting, 
and glass balustrading, hugs the full-
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Materials 

• Colorbond Kliplok Ultra roof in 
Surfmist 

• Alucobond fascia and soffit linings
• Dulux AcraTex external walling
• Dulux paints
• Driveway, porch and floor tiles 

from Bernini Stone & Tiles 
• Tower Garage Doors
• Marble stair treads from Bernini 

Stone & Tiles
• European Ceramics wall tiles
• Laminam wall tiles
• Gibson Benness Industries 

cupboards
• Polished Plaster Company  

feature wall
• Caesarstone benchtops
• Skyline sauna unit from 

Rogerseller
• Lacquer cabinetry in Dulux  

Vivid White
• Joinery by Angelo Petkovic 

Cabinets
• Lutron home automation systems 

installed by Art Electrics

2017 Home of the Year

Spadaccini team free rein in terms of 
design. ‘The clients were fantastic – 
they were always open to ideas.’ From 
that design freedom – and a virtually 
unlimited budget – grew a home put 
together entirely without compromise. 
It’s a home that celebrates innovation, 
where cutting edge face-recognition 
security technology aligns seamlessly 
with traditional artisanal finishes such 
as polished plaster and flawlessly 
detailed joinery. 
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floors. ‘It’s very minimalistic, the look is 
seamless glass,’ Rob explains. ‘They’ve 
got inbuilt gutters inside the threshold of 
the window frame, so you have to build 
everything into the concrete slab. So, we 
had to get everything engineered to 
reduce the slabs where the drains would 
go in, and we had to get all that plumbed 
up perfectly. Everything’s flush, inside 
and outside. 

‘[With] us being the pioneers of 
putting that together and working out 
how to do it, and doing it onsite – it was 
hard work.’

A 10-metre high marble blade wall, 
dramatically poised at the outer corner of 
the house, also stands as testament to the 
team’s engineering expertise. It emerges 
from the ground and extends at a 
precarious eight-degree pitch almost to the 
pinnacle of the roof. ‘To get that perfectly 
square so it lines up with the roof and then 
to clad it with marble, that was a very 
intense job,’ Rob says. ‘It’s supported with 
massive concrete footings and concrete 
reinforcing all the way through.’ 

Despite the grandeur of scale, it was 
the ‘obsessive’ level of attention to 
detail and persistent perfection evident 
in every smallest facet that won the 
judges over.

For this, Rob is quick to credit the 
‘amazing’ trades who were involved in 
the build: ‘I’m super proud of all my 
guys, they always try to up the ante,’ he 
says. Achieving the highest level of 
finish is an imperative in every 
Spadaccini-built home, so the company 

works together with the double glazing 
installed throughout and the extra 
control afforded by the smart wiring 
system to significantly lighten the 
home’s environmental footprint. 

Residential construction at the 
extreme upper end of the market is 
highly specialised – thanks to their 
sheer size, these homes often require 
materials and methods more commonly 
used in commercial building projects. 
It’s a different skill set: ‘To me it’s 
important that you give clients bang for 
buck but you’ve got to know what 
you’re doing,’ Rob says. 

The technical elements and engineering 
challenges of this build – such as the 
inclusion of Sky Frame, a completely 
new aluminium joinery system for the 
glazing – were handled with flair.

‘Sky Frame is a German system 
which was introduced to Perth four 
years ago. At the time, we were the first 
Perth builders to use it,’ Rob explains. 

Chosen for its superior weatherproof 
and thermal properties, and to maximise 
the stunning sea views, Sky Frame 
allows large-surface glazing to be 
installed flush with walls, ceilings and 

The house is also fitted with a 
photovoltaic system which dramatically 
reduces its consumption of grid power. 
‘These [large] homes burn electricity – 
and this one is no exception, with three 
air conditioning units, and the glass lift 
which costs a lot of money to run.’ The 
PV system slashes running costs, and 

HIA: A partner in success

Spadaccini Homes has been a 
member of HIA since its inception 
in 1997. ‘HIA have been 
instrumental in representing me,’ 
says managing director Rob 
Spadaccini. ‘We’ve got such a 
good relationship with the local 
contingent here [in the HIA WA 
office]. They’re just incredible 
people and amazing to deal with.

‘It’s so much easier when you’ve 
got a supportive industry that 
supports you as much as you 
support them. So to me, being a 
member of HIA, it’s actually a 
no-brainer.’

Over the years, Spadaccini’s 
commitment to quality and 
excellence in design and 
construction has attracted ‘a swag’ 
of HIA awards. 

‘We’ve found that this has a 
massive impact on our business; 
people want to build with award-
winning builders,’ Rob explains. ‘For 
me to maintain the status quo we 
need to enter these awards and we 
need to keep supplying products 
that are award-winning homes.’

It was the ‘obsessive’ level of 

attention to detail and persistent 

perfection evident in every smallest 

facet that won the judges over

2017 Home of the Year
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employs the bulk of its trades full-time, 
rather than subcontracting. ‘That gives 
me the opportunity to retain and have 
some of the best trades in WA. And 
that’s what I think separates us from our 
competition…they’re not needing to 
rush off to the next job to make more 
money. Instead it’s about taking the 
time to do the job right, first time.’ 

When asked how his clients felt when 
their new home was completed and 
fulfilled its destiny as an award-winner, 
Rob says: ‘They were over the moon. 

When it won [HIA’s] WA Home of the 
Year they were blown away. When it 
won Australian Home of the Year they 
said, “Rob, we are so happy for you.” 
They were happier for me than what 
they were for themselves.’

The success of this amazing home, 
Rob says, comes down to the ‘great 
joint effort’ of everyone involved – the 
clients, the trades and suppliers. ‘I’d like 
to thank them for all their hard work 
and effort. It hasn’t gone unrecognised. 
And I’m so proud of all of them.’ 

And where is Spadaccini Homes 
headed from here? ‘Now that we’ve 
won Australian Home of the Year, 
people are going to be looking at us, 
and to us it’s really important to 
maintain that quality. H

Above: (L–R) HIA WA Regional Executive 
Director John Gelavis celebrates with the 
Spadaccini Homes team (Adam Spadaccini, 
Matthew Kriskovich, Paul Spadaccini) and 
Rob Sindel, CSR.

Australian Home of the  
Year: fast facts

Location Sorrento, WA

Design and construction 
Spadaccini Homes

Design process 12 months

Construction 3 years

• More than 200 builders 
worked on the home 

• The house is 1496 square 
metres, including five bedrooms 
and five bathrooms

• The front door weighs 500kg 
and is 1.8 metres wide. It is made 
from two pieces of marble 
wrapped around a steel frame 
and opens electronically

• There is garaging for 12 cars.  
The 10-car showroom garage 
includes marble floors and piers, 
concealed lighting and a revolving 
turntable

• The lift is tiled with mosaics, 
featuring glass doors and a 
window for views over the water 
feature pond outside.

‘Particular mention should be made of the high standard of the tiling, 
plastering and painting in the home,’ the judges commented. ‘The fit and finish 
of the lacquer and timber veneer cabinetry and stonework…was exceptional.’

‘My vision is to keep on winning 
these awards, keep on supplying 
amazing homes to the economy and 
building a reputation that is very hard 
to surpass.’ 




